Geography
Purpose: to support general collection needs in the area of geography. While degrees in geography are not offered at Washington State University, geography materials support studies in other disciplines such as history, anthropology, sociology, economics, and general education.
General Collection Guidelines:
Languages: English and English translations are preferred.
Chronological Guidelines: Materials on all periods are collected, but emphasis is on the present.
Geographical Guidelines: The primary emphasis is on North America, Europe and Latin America. Materials on other parts of the world are purchased selectively.
Treatment of the Subject: The following are acquired selectively: research materials of a general nature, popular materials such as travel and exploration accounts, and all levels of textbooks.
Types of Material: Books and periodicals form the base for acquisition. Other types collected: online indexes to geography resources, general and specialized atlases and maps, and government publications.
Date of Publication: The emphasis is on current publications. Retrospective acquisition is limited
Other General Considerations: other collections of interest at WSU include:
Manuscripts, Archives, and Special Collections --maps, papers, and photographs on the Palouse, Columbia Basin, and Pacific Northwest as well as other geographic areas.
Map collections in Holland and Terrell Libraries and Owen Library and are made up primarily of government documents and include topographic and other USGS maps, AMS (Army) and GSGS (British) maps, and maps in the SuDoc classification.
Travel and tourism industry materials are purchased on a separate fund for the School of Hospitality Business Management.
Geospatial data and resources on geographic information systems (GIS) and remote sensing are purchased to support the Libraries’ 2 GIS workstations and subscription to the site license of ESRI software.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Observations and Qualifications by Subject with Collection Level:
Geography (General): E
Geographical databases; Statistical methods; Gazetteers; Historical geography; History of discovery, explorations, and travel; Explorations of Arctic and Antarctic regions; Explorations of other regions; Atlases; Guidebooks for travelers; Special voyages; Globes. Maps.
Cartography: E
Physical Geography: E
Physical geography is not collected for the Social Sciences collection since there is no Department of Geography.
Human Geography: C(2)
Materials include economic geography resources, location of industry, etc., and urban, cultural, and political geography. Publications dealing with historical geography are purchased on a very selective basis.
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